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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 
Ring’s personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 
who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-
ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 
have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 
contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 
This section is on the history of Waggener High School.  Several 
alumni have helped by providing information for this section along 
with many articles from The Voice Of St. Matthews. We appreciate 
everyone’s contributions.  Also, much of the information is from 
editions of the Waggener Year books, the Lair. 
 
 
 

HELP NEEDED 
 
If you have additional information, photos, etc. please get them to 
Al Ring so they may be shared with the Alumni of Waggener and 
friends.  Your help is appreciated and needed. 
 
You can contact me (Al Ring) at  —      ringal@comcast.net  
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Courtesy Patrick Crawford:  

TV History Class, unknown year, but members are 1961 graduates 
American History Class, unknown year, but members are 1961 graduates 
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“The Class of 1961” What a feeling the sound of these words gives us. For six long years we have 
gone to Waggener, always with the thought of eventual graduation somewhere in the remote recesses 
of our minds. As we approached the end of our last year in high school, many memories returned to 
us of the time we spent here — excitement, joy, sadness, defeat, and the satisfaction of a job well 
done. It is the memory of our senior year that will remain with us in the years to come, that will 
strengthen us in the time of doubt, and that will remind us of the trying but happy time of youth. 
 

Our first two years at Waggener, in the seventh and eighth grades, were primarily spent in becoming 
accustomed to the vastness and challenge of high school. 
 

It was so wonderful to be a part of the senior high at last. We began a successful freshman year by 
electing Woody Axton as our president. The other officers were Kenny Lewis, vice-president: Carol 
Waford, secretary: Joyce Greene! treasurer: 
and Howie Hatton, sergeant-at-arms. Linda Miller upheld the freshman honor on the cheerleading 
squad, while Woody Axton was elected Mr. Waggener. 
 

Although in our sophomore year we had no officers to lead us, our class grew together in mind and 
spirit. Knowledge was our main pursuit. An unforgettable experience was taking biology under Mr. 
Simpson and Mrs. Evans. Mrs. Pardon came to Waggener and began the first special math course in 
Kentucky. Susie Cooke, Patsy Gay, and Linda Miller were the sophomore varsity cheerleaders. Rep-
resenting us on the junior varsity squad were Bunny Laffoon and Lou Thompson. We were proud to 
have Susie Cooke elected Miss Waggener by the entire student body, and Carol Waford selected bas-
ketball queen. Fred Davis was chosen treasurer of the Student Council. 
 

Our junior year proved to be the best yet. We elected as our officers: Fred Davis, president; Susie 
Cooke, vice-president; Sarah Lloyd, secretary; and Les Snyder, treasurer. The Cocoa Ruins came to 
life along with the sockhops as our money making projects. All our efforts were great successes due 
to the untiring contributions of Mrs. Lapsley. Our much enjoyed class functions were the skating par-
ty and the picnic at Hogan’s Fountain. We were finally eligible for the Beta Club, and some of us 
were tapped for the National Honor Society and Quill and Scroll. Waggener became part of the 
Youth Speaks Program with Beth Moeller leading our class. Steve Porter was efficient in his position 
as vice-president of the Student Council. Once again we were well represented in the cheerleading 
department by Linda Miller, Susie Cooke, and Bunny Laffoon. Our class was not united and we 
looked forward to our senior year with anticipation and some apprehension.   
 

To become president of the Senior Class was a job coveted by many, but this position went to Fred 
Davis, a hard-working boy who had proved himself capable the preceding year. Accompany him to 
complete the leading staff were vice-president. Jim May; secretary, Sarah Lloyd; and treasurer, Susie 
Cooke. 
 

Our two main money making projects, the Senior Play and the Vaudeville were huge successes. With 
so many students being given an opportunity to participate, the class became more united. 
 

The Christmas season was a memorable one splashed with parties and other gala activities. It was a 
great relief after suffering through the College Boards earlier that month. Many were making hopeful 
plans for college and a steady stream of catalogues and bulletins arrived in homes. The year was won-
derful and we began to realize what would be ahead in the final semester of our high school career. 
 

Finally the last moments of the Senior year were here. The Prom, held in the Mason-Dixon Room, 
will be the one dance different from all others, never to be forgotten; the sermons giving us guidance 
for the future; and of course graduation. To the seniors it will always be graduation, a climax, a cul-
mination, a finish to all the success and failure of our high school experience. Only in later years will 
it become Commencement an opening to the future. 
 

Unbelievably soon, we will be separating to follow various paths along the changing road of life. We 
carry with us only the fondest memories of our six years at Mayme S. Waggener. To the Class of 
1961: your future is what you make it, your years here are now history. 
 

SARAH STARK LLOYD 
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Courtesy of Al Ring:  Senior 
Prom, I was fortunate enough 
to go with Bonnie Smith 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/—- 
Photo courtesy of Russ Weikel’s son, “Sam Weikel, Salem, OR. 
 

Five Ballerinas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Coach: 

"Bobbie" A. Freeman '61  AND Five Ballerinas -  
1. Steve C. Griffin '61 -  
2. H. Scott Davis '61 - 
3. Richard A. "Dick" Watts '61 -  
4. Reginald P. "Rex" Trubey '61 -  
5. A. Russell Weikel '61 - 

 

A few Random Shots from the 1961 Lair. 
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Rest of article missing 

Epstein to head new debate 
club at Waggener 

 

A debate club has been organized at 
Waggener High School with Richard 
Epstein as the club's first president. 
 

Other officers elected are Choosey 
Taurman, vice president, and Stan Du-
lin, secretary-treasurer.  Ben Averitt is 
sponsor of the new club. 
 

The first topic the club will debate will 
be “Resolved the United Nations will 
be Significantly Strengthened” - a top-
ic assigned to all high school debate 
clubs in the state. 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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February 2, 1961 



Courtesy Gary Morris (61), The Louisville Times, February, 1961: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, February 16, 1961: 
 

Waggener—13 named merit finalists, by Jane Eklund 
 

Thirteen Waggener seniors have been named National Merit Finalists.  All the students had previously been semi-finalists 
as announced in October, 1960. 
 

They are as follows:  Henry D. Connor, James H. Hawley, Gayle Hoffman, Richard H. Long, John E. Mader, Phyllis M. 
Mills, Stephen t. Porter, Marilyn E. Powers, James A. Small, James A. Speer, and Charles P. Wenkelken, Stephen D. Beggs 
and Raymond C. Purdom have since moved to Jacksonville, Florida, and Owensboro, Kentucky respectfully. 
 

The distinction of a Merit Finalist is being in the top one half of one percent of all the 580,000 students in the United States 
who took the tests.  The semi-finalists were determined from the scores of the National Merit Exam last spring, and the fi-
nalists were determined by the scores of the December 1960 College Board Scholastics Aptitude Test. 
 

Thirteen German I and 24 French II students are eligible to join the German and French Clubs this semester. 
 

Miss Anita Ross who is sponsor of the German Club named the following: Roger Clark, Connie Corey, Charles Farmer, 
John Guth, Bill Harrar, Ben Kibler, Molly McAlister, Edwin Niemann, Jan Pearee, Mary Speer, James Stocking, Eddie 
Warren, and Ted Wilson. 
 
Mrs. Margaret Ryan, French Club sponsor, announced the following:  Georgia Brucken, Bruce Chang, Bill DeHaven, Gavie 
Hassman, Marjorie Hilbers, Janet Kittell, Mary Jane Rieser, Susan Stmpson, Virginia Walsh, Peggy Barrows, Ken Botar-
sky, Jane Eklund, Jane Geiser, Barbara Henry, Margaret Hummel, Helen Kuhn, Marcy Meyer, Jim Morrison, Sandy Nichol, 
Barbara Shenson, Diane Taylor, Kay Twaryonus, Jim Hawley, and Pam Perry. 
 

These students have an “A” average in the language they are studying. 
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Waggener parents, students air views 
 

Find need for more individual attention 
 

Suggest intramural athletics, common 
ground for schools 

 
Headline for accompanying article 
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April 6, 1961 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:, April 20, 1961: 
 

Waggener teacher will vie for Derby Queen 
 

World history and a flare for sports cards may not have much in common with the Kentucky Derby, but when it comes to a 
beautiful brunette with curves who cares?  In the latter category Miss Elisabeth Ann Kirtley, a teacher at Waggener High 
School, fits very well. 
 

And if the wheel turns opposite her name April 28 at the Kentucky Derby Festival Ball she will reign as queen at the seven-
day festivities, and the other four entrants will be her court.  She is at least assured of a place in the derby festivities, being 
one of five from the State who will have a place on the wheel of fortune when it points out the queen this year. 
 

Miss Kirtley, 23, teacher of world history and eight grade core, is in her first year at Wagener, transplanted to St. Matthews 
by way of Atlanta from her native Owensboro.  But she is a University of Kentucky graduate who says of her brief stay out 
of the state:  “I only went there (Atlanta) with a roommate but I got homesick for Kentucky.  It is the best state as far as I’m 
concerned.” 
 

While one may not question her loyalty to the old Commonwealth, there was another reason for her wanting to return to 
Kentucky.  She has a very special friend at Lexington, whom she sees most every weekend.  Too many dates she admits 
interferes too much with her teaching and  consequently doesn’t go in for dating much through the week. 
 

Beauty contests are not new to Miss Kirtley.  While at the University of Kentucky (1956-59), she was entered as Kentucki-
an Queen and in the Little Kentucky Derby.  Also at her native Owensboro, still the residence of her mother, Mrs.. W. W. 
Kirtley, she was a candidate for Soap Box Derby Queen. 
 

At U. of K., where she was a history major, she was a member of several student organizations, such as the Alpha Delta Pi 
Sorority and the Pan ??????? League.  She also was a 
cheerleader at Center College, where she attended her 
first year of college.  At Owensboro, where she went 
to high school, she was a cheerleader and president of 
various student organizations. 
 

Miss Kirtley, known as “Lis” to her friends, goes in 
for needle work, likes to cook, drive sports cars, some 
classical music, most popular tunes and insists she 
doesn’t like bee-bop. 
 

While marriage may be not farther than a year or so 
away for her, she plans to further he education with a 
masters degree leading to consulting in education.  
She plans to attend graduate school at U. of K. this 
summer and possibly continue there next fall.  Other-
wise she hopes to return to Waggener. 
 

She is the only girl in her family but the oldest of three 
children.  Her mother is an attorney at Owensboro, 
and currently making a race for representative.  But 
politics doesn’t occupy much of Elizabeth’s interest, 
however. 
 

Miss Kirtley stands 5’3” weights about 123 and 
measures 36-24-36.  she lives with the Wilson Wyatts 
on Alta Vista Road. 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, April 20, 1961: 
 

Waggener—Baughman, Long wind Science awards, by Jane Eklund 
 

John Baughman and Howard Lang won first place for the best overall project in the Waggener’s sixth annual science fair, 
held April 12 at the school.  The winning project was “Light and Electrostatics.” 
 

Bill Henrichs and Paul Keith took second place overall for their “Hydrogenation of Oils.”  Bruce Chang is the third place 
overall winner with his “Antioxidants of Animal Fats.” 
 

In the biology division, the winners are:  first place John Weeter, “Artificial Kidney.”  second place, Rod Larmee and Jim 
High “Solar Powered Cooker,” third place, Doug Deitz and Bill Harrer, “Dogfish Shark.” 
 

In the chemistry division:  first, Bill Henrichs and Paul Keith; second, Bruce Chang; third, Bruce Douglas and Bill Young, 
“glass.” 
 

In the physics division:  first, David Weller, “Radio Controlled Dial System;” second, John Baughman and Howard Long; 
third, Henry Mashburn, “Radio Frequency Plasma Generator.” 
 

Alice Almond, Bob Eklund, and Lynn Alson were the three first place winners in the junior high division.  Their projects 
respectively are as follows:  “Structure of Stems,” “Anatomy and Dissection,” and “Water Pump.” 
 

Stagar Copeland won the speech contest with his presentation of “Growth and Properties of Crystal Whiskers.” 
 

The overall and first place winners, who received trophies, were the guests of the St. Matthews Kiwanis Club for dinner at 
Howard Johnson’s on Shelbyville Road.  At that time the students displayed and explained their projects to the Kiwanis 
members who supported the science fair. 
 

Buschemeyer, Miller win car rally:  Gewn Buschemeyer and Hal Miller came in first in the Waggener car rally on April 
16.  The runner-up team was that of Bowden/Morris and Connor/Conley placed third. 
 

The rally was sponsored by the P.T.A., and organized and supervised by Bill Espich and David Miller.  Each team consist-
ing of a driver and a navigator followed a 60.6 mile course in the St. Matthews area. 
 

Fourth, fifth, and sixth place winners were: in order: McDonald/Tate, Cates/Carson, and Cunningham/Douglas. 
 

The next car rally will be held on May 7 at 1 p.m.  It will start at the parking lot and is for Waggener students only. 
 

Janet Chambers in regional typing tourney:  Miss Janet Chambers has been invited to represent her school at the Facit 
Accuracy Contest in Typing “Regional Tournament.”  Having already received a handsome medal as a class champion, she 
was selected to compete in the Regional as one of the 500 top typists in the nation.  This select group of Regional contest-
ants had perfect typing papers that were the best among 8,000 class winners. 
 

This educational typing contest is sponsored by Facit Inc., distributor of Facit typewriters, calculators and Odhner adding 
machines. 
 

Over 250,000 high school students have participated in Facit’s unique contest tha features “perfect copy” - only errorless 
papers were accepted.  Mrs. Marvin Horton, Janet’s teacher, who was awarded a contest achievement certificate, indicates 
that “The stress on accuracy constitutes a very realistic approach in 
typing proficiency.  Employees” she says, “are much more interested 
in a typist who can produce errorless work, than one who is first by 
inaccurate.” 
 

25 Regional contests will be throughout the United States and all win-
ners and resave a deluxe Facit portable typewriter.  Janet will compete 
in the Regional contest at Kettering, Ohio, on April 22.  Of the 25 Re-
gional winners throughout the country 10 will receive on all expense-
paid trip to New York City to compete in the Finals. 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, May 4, 1961: 
 

Waggener students launch drive, by Jane Eklund 
 

“Books, books, more books.” 
 

This is the cheer of the Waggener Quill and Scroll Society as it conducts its first Book drive which starts this week and ends 
May 18.  The community at large and every English and Core class in the school will be contacted by the 33 Society mem-
bers. 
 

Books of all types are being collected from donors, and are given to the library which will accept all those that are usable.  
Monetary donations are being collected and placed in a general fund from which the library will purchase books of its 
choice. 
 

Individuals may contribute money with a minimum of $3.50 for the library to buy a book (or books) in which the donors 
will be designated. 
 

Driek Bestebeurtje, president of Quill and Scroll and a senior, stated.  “This drive is being conducted as a necessary benefit 
for the library.  We are also doing it as a departing gesture to the school and to set a pattern for succeeding Society mem-
bers. 
 

The Quill and Scroll Society is an international honorary literary society for outstanding high school journalists.  The Chap-
ter at Waggener unlike most others is not purely honorary but tries to serve the school.  The Book Drive is an example of 
this service, and Mrs. Katherine Kirwan, faculty sponsor, commented.  “I think it is a worthwhile idea but it will need the 
full cooperation of the school and community for its success.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waggener—Student Council officers to be named tomorrow, by Jane Eklund 
 

The election of the 61-62 Student Council officers will be held Friday, May 5 in the individual homerooms.  Paul Keith and 
Jim Brunhoeffer, juniors, are in the race for the presidency. 
 

Sophomores John Koon and Russell Garth are vying for the office of vice-president.  Chris Pugh, Elaine Bahe, and Ann 
Haysley, juniors, are the candidates for secretary.  Mike Skelton and Jack Knight, juniors, are competing for the office of 
treasurer. 
 

All candidates are delivering campaign speeches to the student body today in assemblies second and fifth periods.  Tomor-
row each student in grades eight through eleven, excluding those who will attend the new Westport Road School, will be 
permitted to vote for four officers.  These plans have been coordinated by Mr. Swann, adviser, and Phil Scherer, 60-61 Stu-
dent Council President. 
 

Janet Chambers qualifies in contest:  Janet Chambers, eleventh grader, has qualified for the regional invitational contest 
and received a class medal in the second National Facit Accuracy Contest in Typing. 
 

Janet competed with 50 school winners from Kentucky, Ohio, West Virginia, and Indiana at Dayton on Saturday, April 22.  
Janet’s speed in words per minute period was 71.6 compared to the speed of last year’s national winner, 67, according to 
Mrs. Imogene Horton, adviser. 
 

During this contest over 210,000 students have participated and in the various stages will be narrowed down to ten finalists.  
These ten and their advisors will be invited to New York the first week in June for the national contest.  An all expense paid 
trip to Sweden is the grand prize, and runners-up will be awarded trips within the U.S.A. 
 

Congratulations to the bands and choruses for their fine performance last Tuesday evening in the annual concert, held in the 
gym.  Mr. Carl Market directs the three bands, and Mrs.. Brooks leads the choruses comprised of over 200 students. 
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(continued from page 8) 
 
Allen Purdy have recorded a 33 long playing record, 
“The Waggener High Male Quartet Sings for You of 
“61.”  The record will go on sale next week, and the 
pride is $2. 
 

The team of Cunningham/Douglas 214 won the Seat 
of the Pants Car Rally on May 7.  Lawrence/Coward 
(917) showed. 
 

Waggener’s second rally of the year, conducted by 
Bill Espich and Dave Miller, began from the student 
parking lot and was held to the St. Matthews area 
May 7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dorsey band to 
play for prom:  
One of the most 
important events in 
Waggener’s history is the Senior Prom, May 19 at the 
Mason-Dixon Room in freedom Hall.  Jimmy 
Dorsey’s orchestra will play from nine to one for the 
dance. 

The “Fabulous Jimmy Dorsey” orchestra under new direction since the death of Jimmy Dorsey has entertained groups 
throughout the world.  The orchestra recently appeared locally at Bellarmine College Prom.  After playing for Waggener’s 
dance, they will travel to Indiana to play for the Governor's Ball. 
 

The theme of the prom is “Sentimental Journey.” Sharon Saunders, chairman of the decorations committee, has announced 
that an old bandstand, white locomotive and railroad station will be among the decorations. 
 

The dance is to be chaperoned by the senior sponsors and no senior will be admitted without a date. 
 

The breakfast from two to four A.M. is to be held in the Basement of the Second Presbyterian Church on Brownsboro Road.  
Louie and his “House rockers” are scheduled to play.  Some of the 15 couples, parents of seniors, to chaperone this event are 
as follows:  Mr. and Mrs. J. William Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Laffoon, Mr. & Mrs. William Attix, Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Bur-
rice, and Mr. and Mrs. James May. 
 
 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, May 18, 1961: 
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May 25, 1961 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, June 15, 1961: 
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Courtesy of 1961 Lair.      Senior Wills 
 

JOHN ABOUD wills his masculine physique to Joe Curry. 
 

WOODIE AXTON wills his ability to charm women to Monk H elfrich. 
 

LEE BAILEY wills a school buu to Chuck Burton so he can take all his girls out al once. 
 

BILL BALDWIN wills his 7-day hangover to Phil Terry. 
 

ROSE BALDWIN wills her place in Mr. Deims study hall to any brave girl. 
 

BONNIE BORIE wills her newly acquired knowledge of foot-ball to all the lucky girls who will have the supreme honor of 
having Mr. Deim for English. 
 

LINDA BORSCH wills her (grass stain) eyeshadow to some poor unsuspecting eye conscious junior. 
 

SANDY BRIDGES wills her ability to be nominated and never elected to anyone with overconfidence. 
 

JIM COLLINS wills one used harem to Mike Webb. 
 

HENRY CONNOR wills one pair of slightly used bowling shoes to Mr. Huffsey. 
 

ROIANA COX wills a thesaurus to Mrs. McGuire so that she may curse her pupils politely. 
 

WALKER CUNNINGHAM wills his plumbing equipment to arsy unsuspecting junior. 
 

BONNIE DAVIS wills the pharmacy in her locker to any up and coming hypochondriac. 
 

FRED DAVIS wills all the phone numbers of the Danville girls to Phil Terry who will most probably use them. 
 

MOUNT DAVIS wills a jar of tranquilizers to Mr. Shureck. SCOTT DAVIS wills Danville back to Daniel Boone. 
 

PHYLLIS DEEB wills Mr. Huffsey a book on phonetic spelling so he wont have to spell anyones name while calling roll 
and her baton to Mr. Harris to use as a pointer. 
 

DAN DIERKING wills one auto-insurance policy to anyone who parks his car in the school parking lot. 
 

JIM DORSEY wills his beatnik dictionary and beach sandals to Mr. Harris. 
 

BRUCE DOUGLAS wills the surplus Spanish-American War silverware in use in the lunchroom to the United States Steel 
Co. if they will take it, 
 

BILL G. DUNCAN wills his mercury encrusted ring to Mr. Harris. 
 

BILL M. DUNCAN wills the 4,311 flies that he has killed in the lunchroom to Mrs. Beatty. 
 

ELSA EERENBERG wills the novelty and esperience of being the only girl faking Chemistry II to any girl who loves boys 
 

JANE EKLUND wills the Waggener hells to the AAA for further research on pedestrian casualties. 
 

BILL ESPICH wills nothing because he is parsimonious! 
 

GERALD FARRAR wills his ability for finding money in the hells to some worthy person who has keen eyesight end a 
big nose. 
 

GORDON FINLEY wills his herd, squeaky bed is Danville to Paul Keith. 
 

DOUG FRENCH wills the ants and roaches which ran out of his food in the lunchroom to Mrs. Beatty. 
 

MASON GARY wills all of Mr. Averitt’s objective tests so the seniors nest year can object. 
 

JANIE GEISER wills all her humanities notes to some senior taking humanities nest year who suffers from writer’s cramp. 
 

OTTO GEORGI wills three feet to Betsy Turheim. 
 

RICK GOODE wills his small parking space to another small car. 
 

JOYCE GREENE wills her nose in hopes that she will get another ose. 
 

CHARLOTTE GRESHAM wills many slightly ssed band-aids to any fstsre members of the Drill Corps. 
 

FRANK GRUBBS will his “Gee” line in the senior play to the biggest clod in the junior class. 
 

BARBARA HAMPTON wills a short skirt to Mr. Draut. 
 

MARGARET HARPER wills her eight volumes of humanities notes to the class of ‘62. 
 

JOAN HARRING wills her shaking legs to the new dramatics and speech students. - 
 

HOWIE HATTON wills his jersey number 25 to the “littlest” guy on the squad next year. 
 

JOE HELLMUELLER wills all the dirt in his locker to the Board of Education. 
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BARBARA HENRY wills her room at Lakeland to anyone who wants it. 
 

SALLY ANNE KAUFFMAN wills her basketball skill to Mr. Deim so he can beat Pam Oliver. 
 

MARY ANN HUFF wills nothing because she is selfish. 
 
JACQUE JOHNSON wills her parking place to a strong junior who can out fight Mrs. Kirwan. 
 
CHERYL KELLY wills her share of good physics grades to any deserving girl. 
 

JANET KITTELL wills her crooked nose to Howie Hatton. 
 

KENNY LEWIS wills 20 pounds to anyone who will take them, preferably Paul Long. 
 

SARAH LLOYD wills her report card to Jean Poland. BRUCE MARTIN wills his bowlegs to anyone who is knock-kneed. 
 

JUDY MATTOX wills the senior class photographer to the junior girls. 
 

JIMMY MAY wills the managers’ room to Graham and Charlie. 
 

PAT MCGRATH wills her footsteps to any junior stupid enough to follow. 
 

SUE McGUFFEY wills her kilt end one knee sock to Mr. Duncan. 
 

BONNIE MEYER wills her thermos of wet ice wafer to anyone with a dry wit. 
 

LINDA MILLER wills her talkativeness and loud voice to Martha May, but hopes they don’t cause trouble for her. 
 

TOM MORGAN wills his cupid arrows to ‘Monk.’ 
 

CLAY MORRIS wills his broken handled locker to the school. 
 

SANDY NICHOL wills a pair of slightly worn weejens to any junior who con fill them. 
 

BEV O’NAN wills her shortness to any fall girl who wants to go out with a short boy. 
 

BUDDY ORR will his camera to Mrs. Kirwan. 
 

JIMMIE PARROTT who is not parsimonious, wills everything to make up for he who is. 
 

SARAH PAYNE wills nothing ‘cause she is taking it all with her. 
 

STEVE PESKOE wills his backyard swimming pool to Dick Abbott. 
 

MARILYN POWERS wills her place in the student parking lot to someone with more nerve. 
 

TINA ROGERS wills all the fears ever brought by an onion to the memory of the Senior Play and to its most sentimental 
cast. 
 

BRENDA ROSE wills all her old book reports to Steve Youngblood. 
 

BRUCE ROSENKRANS will a Nazi flag to Mr. Kemp. 
 

PHIL SCHERER wills all his shanks and broken fees to Jack Burrice and Ronnie Acree. 
 

SHARON SILLIMAN wills the confusion in the halls between periods to the Chief of Police for amusement. 
 

MARILOU SMALLEY wills the stairs of Waggener High School to Sir Edmund Hillary who climbed Mount Everest. 
 

NANCY SPARKS wills all kinds of nerve, energy, and luck to those who do the senior section in the 1962 Lair. 
 

LOIS STEINER wills Mr. Harris a ten ton truck to drive through the ranks of the Drill Corps. 
 

BUNNY STERNBERG wills all her chewed chewing gum to Mr. Kemp. 
 

DAVID STUTZENBERGER wills his size 14 basketball shoes to anyone whom they will fit. 
 

BIGGS TABLER wills his fog horn to Tommy Helfrich. 
 

DIANE TAYLOR wills Mrs. McGuire’s book report from to the trash can. 
 

LARRY TIMBERLAKE wills 20,000 used Kennedy buttons to the Good News Club. 
 

BETSY TURNHEIM wills her hall passes to Carol Jean Wise so when she passes Miss Boss she will not get caught. 
 

LARRY VOIT wills Mr. Harris one box of ready-broken chalk. BETSY WADE wills her lipstick to Carol Vollmar. 
 

CAROL WAFORD wills her gray hair to anyone who wants a conversation piece. 
 

JERRY WARREN wills a copy of “Hard-Hearted Hannah” to Mrs. Hannah Baird. 
 

PHILIP WENDELKEN wills to Mr. Harris a book of nasty remarks about physics teachers. 
 
BILL WETHERTON leaves Mr. Huffsey . . .      DAVID WOOD wills one small nuclear blast to Mr. Harris in the lab. 
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Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61): 

Note:  This photo from Dan Gray, is marked on the back, Class of 1961, however we have not been able to verify that or rec-
ognize individuals.  Flower on table could have been added at different time, seating arrangement different from other photos. 
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Note:  This photo from Dan Gray, is marked on the back, Class of 1961, however we have not been able to verify that or 
recognize individuals.  Flower on table could have been added at different time, seating arrangement different from other 
photos. 
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Courtesy Pamela L. Flack Key (62):   
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Courtesy of Al Ring:  May 24, 1961 Baccalaureate Service 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waggener High School History & Photos:                     1961 
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Courtesy of Al Ring:  Commencement Exercises  

Waggener Band Letter, 
 courtesy Trent Hutcheson: 
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Courtesy of Marie VanHoose Sayre:   Baccalaureate Service  
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Courtesy of Al Ring:    Diploma  
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Courtesy of Marie VanHoose Sayre: 

Linda Louise Harbison to Richard Mi-
chael Gray  April 22, 1961  her home on 
Foeburn   

July 22, 21, 22, 1961, H. Gibbs Reese (60), Richard F. 
Stokes (60), Warren VanHoose (61), Diana Siefer, 
Lake Cumberland, Ono, KY  

Summer 1961 Richard F. Stokes '60 - Diana Siefer - 
Warren E. VanHoose '61 - H. Gibbs Reese, Jr. '60 - 

Lake Cumberland at Ono, KY 

Senior Breakfast, May 1961 

Graduation 1961 

Al Ring off to  
Eastern State  

College 
Courtesy of Al Ring 
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Courtesy of Maren J. Heuser Smith (61) 

Maren Heuser (Smith (61), Graduation May 1961 

Henry Connors—Rose Baldwin with Maren Heuser, Baccalaureate, June 
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Courtesy of Marie VanHoose Sayre (60) 

Carolyn Moore (61), Linda Miller (61),  
Kenny Lewis (61) Janet Schneider - Phyllis Fust - Diane Nunn  

Unknown year 

Phyllis Fust - Dennis "Denie" Garber 
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Courtesy of Dave Westerman (61), Dick Bedwell (61), and Larry Myers (60): 

Summer 1961, Dave Westerman  with 38 Pontiac 
Note trophy from car Show, same one Al Ring was in 

Early 1960’s—The Bedwell’s 
Tom, Mr. Bedwell & Dick 

Alice Dawson, counselor with parent, early 1960’s Waggener High School, language lab, October, 1961 

Mary Lou Pickey, Billy Ray Wiggington, Evelyn Huff, 
teacher, 7th grade 
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Courtesy of Alan Springer (61): 

Alan Springer and Steve McCreary in graduation cap and gown.  At 
Alan’s home in Brownsboro Village. 

The Courier-Journal, Thursday, Morning, August 
31, 1961 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waggener High School History & Photos:                     1961 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

Two students off to college with  
Yellowstone memories 

 

Two St. Matthews area boys have gone off to college with memories of 
an eventful summer at Yellowstone National Park. The two, Doug 
French and Jim May, returned home last Thursday after working all 
summer at Old Faithful Inn. 
 

Jim brought home mountain trout to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jim May 
of 3908 Elfin Road, as evidence of his skill as a fisherman in Yellow-
stone, and Doug brought his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Millard French, 3936 
Nanz, a pair of seven-point matched antlers from an Elk, which he found 
while on a camping trip. 
 

The fish and antlers caused somewhat of a problem for the boys en route 
home, since they had three friends as passengers as far as Mexico, Mo., 
in addition to all of their luggage. 
 

Now Doug’s parents felt obligated to find a place to display the antlers 
since there was an ordeal in bringing them from Wyoming.  But Mrs. 
French says the antlers present a problem as they are huge. 
 

The Mays were to busy, following Jim’s arrival, getting him ready for 
college to have a fish fry, so the fish went into the Mays’ deep freeze. 
 

Both boys have enrolled at the University of Kentucky.  They had only 
two days at home in which to regale their friends with tales of life in 
Yellowstone.  One of the points of interest they tell about is that August 
25 is celebrated as Christmas in the Park. 
 

Their enthusiasm for Yellowstone has been contagious and several of 
their friends are applying for jobs there next summer. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. French and Mr. and Mrs. May were among parents of 
freshman who were entertained with a special convocation and tea at the 
University last Sunday.  The students attended Waggener last year.         
Sept. 14, 1961 
 
 
 
 

Waggener                        All’s Well by Susan Pillans 
 

With registration completed and classes moving on schedule, Waggener 
High School is continuing into its eight year. 
 

Commenting on the opening of school, Mr. earl A. Duncan, principal, stat-
ed.  “I’m looking forward to the best school year in the short history of 
Waggener.”  Mr. Arthur Draut and mr. Sidney Baxter, Assistant principals, 
feel that the school’s opening had been most orderly an successful. 
 

The total enrolment for the 1961-61 school year a 2,288 students.  This 
number included 313 seniors, 306 juniors, 479 sophomores, 426 freshman, 
333 eight graders, and 377 seventh graders.  
 

The Chit-Chat, Waggener’s school newspaper is in the midst of its annual 
subscription drive.  There will be 16 issues this year containing 6 pages 
each.  Mrs. Katherine Kirwin’s Journalism Class will have the first copy of 
the paper out during the first week in October, and from then on every oth-
er week during the school year. 
 

Waggener Drill Corps is sponsoring the WKLO Hi-FI Club Dance in the 
Waggener Gym on October 7.  Tickets will be $1stag and $1.25 drag at the 
door.  However, if purchased from a Drill Corps member, the price is 75 
cents stag and $1 drag. 
 

Waggener's Varity football team will meet its second challenge tomorrow 
night when they play against Atherton High School.  The game will be 
held at Eastern's field at 8 p.m.      September 14, 1961 
 
  

Waggener         Activities get organized 
 
Extra curricular activities are beginning to 
get organized as Waggener ends its second 
full week of school. 
 

The seniors have begun to organize their 
class by electing their Executive Board.  This 
is made up of one member from each home-
room.  Those elected were Chuck Burton, 
Georgia Brucken, Joe Cunningham, Marilyn 
Gordon, Jerry Hunn, Sally Kelsall, Mike 
Patrick, Jan Pearce, David Stallard and Betty 
Talbott.  The election of the senior officers 
will take place later this week. 
 

Waggener’s Student Council headed by Paul 
Keith, president; Rusty Garth, vice-
president; Ann Hasley, secretary; and Mike 
Skelton, treasurer, are making plans for the 
election of representatives to the Council.  
These representatives will be elected from 
each homeroom in the ninth, tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth grades. 
 

Waggener would kike to welcome the thir-
teen new members of their faculty this year.  
They are:  Miss Sue Ellen Bayless, Music; 
Miss Anne Crockett, World History; Mr. 
Charles Day, Chemistry; Mrs. Edna Drake, 
Spanish; Mrs. Maymelon Edwards, English 
IV and Spanish; Mrs. Kathleen Hendrix, 
Commerce; Mr. Vernon O’Dell, U. S. Histo-
ry; Mrs. Paula Pendergrass, Latin I; Mrs. 
Ruth Peyton, Seventh grade core; Mr. Edwin 
Reese, Math; Mrs. Ann Slechler, English III; 
and Mrs. Donna Jayne Walters, Speech and 
Dramatics. 
 
Waggener’s Drill Corp spon. Miss Ann 
Crockett performed for the first time this 
year at the Waggener vs. Atherton game last 
Friday night.  They began practice the later 
part of August and continue it now on Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons.  
The corps is made up of ninth, tenth, elev-
enth, and twelfth grade girls.  The Majorettes 
are Suzanne McKinstry, Paulette Perkins, 
Patty Black, and Marion Poe.  Their alter-
nates are Fidele Hindman and Donna 
Christan.  The Assistant Drum Majors are 
Betty Siemens and Shirley Wilsno. 
 
The Wildcats will meet the Valley Vikings 
tomorrow night for Waggener’s third game 
of the season.  It will take place at Valley’s 
field at 8:00 p.m.       September 21, 1961 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

Educational TV testing slated at Waggener tonight 
 

“Testing” will be the subject of a TV program in the telecast on the educational channel at the Waggener High school at 
7:30 tonight. 
 

The county-wide telecast is presented by the County Board of Education in conjunction with the County Council of the 
P.T.A.  It is the first of a series of three educational telecasts to be offered to the community, according to Mrs. Orm Simp-
son, chairman of Audio Visual and T-V Committee of the Waggener P.T.A. 
 

“Testing” will cover information on all types of nationally administered tests given, school children from grades one 
through 12.  group discussion will follow the telecast. 
 

All Waggener parent may attend.                    September 21, 1961 
 
 
 

Waggener—Students being chosen to lead activities 
 

As the weeks of school at Waggener continue, students are being chosen to lead various activities during the year. 
 

As officers for the coming year the Senior Class has elected the following students:  Eddie Warren, re-elected President; 
Jim Brunnhoeffer, Vice-President; Betty Talbott, secretary; and Jack Burrice, re-elected Treasurer.  Others nominated for 
the office of president were Jim Brunnhoeffer, and Rudy Miller, and for vice-president were Sheila Janos, Murray Walker 
and Rudy Miller.  The remaining nominees for secretary were Nancy Attix, Tricia Downs, Sandy Stevens, Elaine Bahe, 
and Karen Atterberry, and for treasurer were Mike Skelton, Karen Atterberry and Ian Zlotlow.  Plans are being made by 
the seniors for their play which will take place in November. 
 

Also during this past week each high school homeroom elected their representatives to the Student Council.  Those elected 
were:  ninth grade; Wayne Aho, Fred Bryant, Jim Denton, Paul Field, Bill Hagan, Sharon Lear, Leon Newman, Tim Perry, 
Tommy Stegger, Jim Talbott and Jim Woods, tenth grade; Jo Armstrong, Warren Borseh, Carol Chilton, Betty Jo Dixon, 
Jan Heckinkamp, Holly Haberstroh, Gail Hinrichs, Ricky MMitchell, Ann Marshall, Mike Rodgers, Sue Rehem, Billy 
Stiglitz, Janet Slesser?, and Myrta Warren, eleventh grade; Jamie Kerebtter, Samra Dee Broida, Brad Fleming, Bob Hardy, 
John Koon, Don Lovelace, Lillian Opperheim, Larry Pedstein, Sally Schaaf, Phil Terry, and John Wecher, twelfth grade 
Hank Black, Pat Cary, Bob Fritsch, Barbara Gordon, Gretchen Harpill, Jack Knight, Jerry Obett, Susan Pillans, Jan Turner, 
and Murray Walker. 
 

Officers of the Latin Club, sponsored by Mrs. Zera Baird, were elected recently.  They are Ranny Patterson, President; 
Sheila Janoa, Vice-President; Suzanne McKinstry, Secretary; and John Fields, Treasurer.  A meeting is being planned in 
order to make a schedule for the rest of the year. 
 

The Waggener Drill Corps is sponsoring the Hi-Fi Club Dance on October 5 in the Waggener gym.  The tickets are $1.00 
drag and 75 cents stag if purchased from a Drill Corp member. 
 

For the Wildcats fourth game of the year, they will play the Butler Bears this Friday.  The game will be played on the But-
ler field at 1:30 p.m.                    September 28, 1961 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

Waggener—Juniors elect officers, by Susan Pillans 
 

Bruce Smith, elected by the juniors last week, is the president of the class of ‘63.  The other officers are  Henry Geisberg, 
vice-president; Kristy Hansen, secretary; and Donna Giannini treasurer. 
 
Also elected last week was the junior class executive board.  They are as follows:  Dennis Beck, Charles Friedman, Lee 
Harbath, Barbara Keeling, Rod Larmee, Lillian Oppenheim, Bill Ransom, Niles Schoening, Phil Tarry and Charlie Traub.  
Plans are being made for the activities to this class throughout the coming year. 
 
The Variety cheerleaders of Waggener have been selected as members of the Unites States Cheerleading Association.  
They are; Sherry Ross, captain; Marilyn Gordon, Leslie Kennedy, Perry Jo Kaplan, Nancy Morris, and Marilyn Curtis.  
Only three squads were chosen from Kentucky. 
 

The new wine-colored curtains for the gym were put up last week.  They were given as a gift to the school by the Class of 
‘61. 
 
The Lair, Waggener’s year book, sponsored by Miss Irene Durham, has started its annual subscription drive.  It will cost 
$4.50 now and $5.00 if bought in the spring.  Large color pictures will be included in the Lair, and the book itself will 
again be the largest in the state. 
 
The Waggener ???? Will sponsor a combined show of magic and hypnotist Thursday.  October 20, in the gym.  The show 
will feature Preston, a nationally known hypnotist and predictionest.  There will be performances at 3 and 8 p.m.  Admis-
sion will be 50 cents for students and $1 for adults. 
 

The P.T.A. held an open house at Waggener, October 5.  Parents came for a short business meeting and then proceeded to 
follow their child’s schedule.  Each teacher conducted the classes for 10 minutes.  In this time they explained the plans and 
work outline for the coming year.  Earl Duncan, principal, said that the crowd was estimated between 3,000 and 3,500, the 
largest ever to attend. 
 
Waggener will play the Eastern Eagles this Friday night on Eastern's field at 8.  It is the sixth game and one of the biggest 
of the season.    October 12, 1961 
 

Waggener seniors to give play 
 

The senior Class of Waggener High school will present the three-act play, “Beauty and Beef,” on November 16 and 17, in 
Masonic Home Auditorium.  The comedy will have a different cast each night and is being directed by Miss Ann Crocket, 
Curtain goes up at 8 p.m. both nights.                                  October 19, 1961 
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Waggener—Senior Class presents ‘Beauty and the Beef’, by Susan Pillans 
 

“Beauty and the Beef” has been selected as the play to be presented by the senior class on November 16 and 17, at the Ma-
sonic Home auditorium. 
 

Miss Ann Crockett, director of the three-act play, choose the cast this pat Tuesday prior to tryouts held last Thursday and 
Saturday. 
 

In the Thursday night cast, the leads are to be played by Elena Yates, Debby Dorsey and Rudy Miller.  Others in this cast 
are Melinda Williams, Bob Poe, Randy Alfred, Bill Heinz, Jack Knight, Myria Baxter, Lindy Hull, Dick Abbott, Mac 
Bowling, Susan Pillans, Betty Talbot, Susan Simpson, Pam Flack, Ann Haysley, Gene Clay, Larry Little, and Chuck Bur-
ton. 
 

The leads in the Friday night cast, will be, Suzanne McKinstry, Georgia Bricken, and Jan Brunnhoeffer.  Others perform-
ing that night are Jennifer Bleu, Bob Fritch, Joe Cunningham, Bill Carrell, Norman Harris, Helen Bisha, Barbara Jewell, 
Jack Burrice, Harry Miller, Peggy Barrows, Sue Hemmel, Willa Mitchell, Pam Shrewsberry, Leslie Kennedy, Ian Zlotlow, 
Allen ???, and Bruce Chang. 
 

Pep Club elects:  Waggener’s Pep Club, elected the following officers last week.  Jean Poland, president; Tom Helrich, 
vice-president; Nancy Attix, secretary; Susan Pillans, treasurer; and Leslie Kennedy, and Marilyn Gordon, business man-
agers.  The purpose of the club is to enable the students of Waggener to get the most possible enjoyment out of school ac-
tivities.  Mr. Ben Averitt and Mr. Bill Woodard are the sponsors of the club. 
 

The band and dill corps of Waggener have been invited as guests for Centre College’s homecoming, Saturday, October 28.  
This is the third year that these marching units, sponsored by Mr. Carl Market and Mrs. Grace Evans respectively, have 
been asked to perform at pre-game and halftime as well as to parade through downtown Danville. 
 

The Wildcats will greet Pleasure Ridge Park in football this Friday afternoon.  It will be played on Pleasure Ridge field at 
1:00 p.m.    October 19, 1961 
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Student’s generally for classroom TV, by Retta Johnston 
 

Educational television is here to stay—that is the one sure thing about it. However there are many other aspects of it that are 
not so certain.  What size class is the most effective?  How much of a class period should be conducted “through the waves?”  
What precisely is the role of the classroom teacher in his “follow up?”  What is to be done about the students who are above 
or below the level of the TV classes? 
 

The success of educational TV has been established—by the Ford Foundations study of its ETV program, by nationwide 
statistics for which the yardstick is an achievement test given to the TV classes and to “control classes” which follow the 
same program of study in a conventional class, and by the testimonies of teachers and mentors in the field of education. 
 

But, because this success is too often viewed by the public only in the light of statistics and statements from the higher eche-
lons, it seems essential to o to those who are most directly affected by the program—its local administrators, teachers, and 
students. 
 

Waggener stands as a fairly typical participant in the ETV program.  It has been on the program for the past four years and at 
present five classes, averaging about 220 students, are conducted with the aid of TV. 
 

The procedure for a class is briefly this—in a large room in a wing of Waggener, part of which is blocked off as office space 
for participating teachers and aids, the students assemble and turn their desks toward one of the seven TV sets.  After the 25 
minute program the teacher, using a microphone, follows us with a period of questions and answers, individual reports, 
group discussion or group projects which lasts from 20 to 30 minutes.  This large class procedure is known as the Stoddard 
Plan. 
 

Many less recently constructed schools, such as eastern, do not have space that was planned for this use and have had to im-
provise by using their auditoriums and cafeterias. 
 

The general consensus of those interviewed at Waggener is that these large classes are the main disadvantage of their pro-
gram but as this program admittedly originated as an “economy move” the classes will continue until adequate facilities and 
teachers are available.  This problem was echoed by administrators at Eastern and apparently it is acute throughout Jefferson 
County. 
 

These large classes bring in criticism from parents, teachers and students that the program lacks “personal relationships” and 
“individual attention.” 
 

“When the classes get down to groups of 50,” says Lauren Boyen who teaches a 10th grade English class of 230 students at 
Wagener, “I will have no objection to our program.” 
 

Mr. Boyen compensates for this lack of personal relationship joking with the students, encouraging them to have conference 
with him, and encouraging them to hand in written compositions.  Mr. Boyen teaches two other classes and has a total of 313 
students.  (The maximum load is 150.) 
 

As to the actual teaching that TV lecture is done on the TV, many advantages were cited by teachers and students at Wag-
gener.  The main ones were these:  The TV exposes students to audio and visual material that is not accessible to the ordinary 
class.  For example, the camera can magnify a part of the heart and simultaneously the sound of its beat can be intensified.  
The program can run experiments, show movies, and the props that the average classroom could not possibly do.  And, as 
one teacher said, “it puts each student on the front row.” 
 

Secondly, the TV teachers are superior teachers.  This was generally agreed on by students and teachers interviewed at Wag-
gener.  (A daily lesson is usually the full load of a TV teacher and a whole summer is devoted to the preparation of a class.) 
 

And, thirdly, a great deal of extraneous material is eliminated and therefore each period demands much more concentrated 
attention from the student.  Mr. Vernon Odell who teachers an American History class, feels this is one of the most important 
advantages of ETV and says improved attention is very noticeable in his class. 
 

The classroom teacher plans his class periods with a weekly outline of the TV classes.  The TV teacher, the classroom teach-
er, and the student follow a textbook.  The classroom teacher makes up tests and grades them.  (The aides grade objective 
tests.)  The TV teacher meets regularly with the TV teacher to vice their criticisms and make suggestions. 
 

The importance of using the TV lecture only as a source of information which does not interfere with the teachers method 
and choice of material was pointed out by Mr. Boyen. 
 

For those students who, are above or below the level of the TV class, the classroom teachers at Waggener hold a weekly 25 
minute period of aid.  And, in many cases, there are completely separate classes for these students. 
 

Students at Waggener had this to say about ETV:  Rhonda and Rhoda Lusk, twins who live at 8626 Whipps Bend Road are 
in accord about the TV program.  They both feel it has improved their concentration and that they have learned a lot in their 
class.  Rhonda added that she feels it “covers more detail” and she said, “if you get behind, you just get a conference slip.” 
 

“You learn to take notes and I think they have a better quality of teachers,” says Billie Kays Gillette of 304 Merriman Road.  
Billie Kay has had three TV classes—English, Science and Math.  “In science, there is a definite advantage to seeing things 
illustrated,” she says and she likes the way the material is presented in the English class. 
 

Judy Johnson of 404 Macon says she would like a little more individual attention.  “I can pass in here but there just isn't 
enough time for each student,” she says. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waggener High School History & Photos:                     1961 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

Waggener-Band, Drill Corps to travel to Danville...officers are elected...soc hop slated  
by Susan Pillans 
 

For the third straight year the 95 members of Waggener’s Band and Drill Corps will travel to Danville on October 28, 
where both groups will be guests at Centre College's homecoming game.  They have been busily practicing for the perfor-
mance to be held at pre-game and half time.  They will also participate in a parade through downtown Danville to the foot-
ball stadium. 
 

School buses will provide the transportation to the college, lunch will be served, and later a tour of the campus will be 
made by the two groups.  Mr. Carl Market, band director, and Mrs. Grace Evans, drill crop, sponsor, feel that the Danville 
trip is an outstanding experience for all those involved. 
 

Other extra-curricular activity have organized again this year.  The Future Teachers of America elected Darlene Harnett, 
president; Judi McMahon, vice-president; Leah Snyder, secretary; Ruth Tobaben, treasurer; and Sandy Pollack, sergeant-at
-arms.  The club, whose purpose is to encourage students to enter the teaching profession is sponsored by Mrs. Christine 
Ridge. 
 

Also elected were the officers of the Future Business Leaders of America.  They are:  Lynda Cates, president; Marcia Rod-
man, vice-president; Pat Grattan, secretary; Barbara Gordon, treasurer; and Rosalie Donm, reporter.  The group is spon-
sored by Mrs. Kathleen Hendrix. 
 

The Junior Class is sponsoring their first soc-hop on November 2.  It will be held in Waggener’s gym from 8 to 12 p.m. 
with music furnished by “Pontius and the Pilates.” The class is also making tentative plans for the annual football dance 
which will be held in November. 
 

Mrs. Hannah Baird has selected the staff to head the Introspect.  Waggener’s literary publication, which she sponsors.  The 
staff is:  Helen Bisha and Bruce Chang, co-editors; Susan Humble, publicity manager; and Molly McAllister, promotion 
manager.  This year the entire staff has planned to work directly with eh English and Core classes in program encouraging 
creative writing.  From the works of the Waggener students the magazine will be prepared and published in the spring. 
 

After having won their first football game of the season last Friday, the Wildcats will challenge the Durrett Demons on the 
Durrett field at 1:30 p.m. tomorrow.                October 26, 1961 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Margot Dimond, 16, student at Waggener High School, strikes a pose of modern Jazz whil practicing for a performance 
with the USO at the Jewish Community center.  She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Dimond, 63 Indian Hills Trail.  
She also does ballet and tap.                 October 26, 1961 
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November 16, 1961 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

Local teacher helped to pilot merit pay project 
 
A Waggener High School faculty member was project chairman for the recent Jefferson County Merit-Pay plan for school 
teachers which won recognition recently at the southeast regional Conference of Classroom Teachers at Miami beach, 
Florida. 
 
The teacher is Mrs. Ruth A. Payton, who is teaching her first year at Waggener and who has served in county schools for 
some 20 years.  She is teaching in the 7th grade advance programs. 
 
She and her co-workers just returned recently from Miami Beach with a certificate of merit given by the National Educa-
tion Association.  They also are due to receive a plaque from the association. 
 
The study, which attempts to set up a merit pay scale for classroom teachers in Jefferson County, was made over a two 
year period.  Mrs. Payton estimated that some 10,000 hours went into the study. 
 
Some teachers in two pilot schools - Seneca High School and Medora Elementary School  - are being used to test the plan. 
 
The Merit-pay study currently is being studied by the N.E.A. 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, December 7, 1961: 
 

Waggener—Soph, freshmen elect officers, annual Christmas concert slated, by Susan Pillans 
 

Reid Sillman, sophomore, and Bill Hagan, freshman, have been elected to lead their classes in the coming year. 
 

The sophomores also elected Larry Etheridge as vice-president, Pam Sullivan as secretary, and Mike Rodgers as treasurer. 
 

Each homeroom elected one person to serve on the executive board.  Those chosen are:  10-A Heather Anthony, 10-B 
Bobby Brandt, 10-C Doug Deatz, 10-D Linda Cornette; 10-E Suzanne Edinger, 10-F Jim Helm, 10-G Bill Lowe, 10-H 
Flume Morris, 10-I Ronnie Podoll, 10-J Adele Ohlendoff, 10-K Fred Shuck, 10-L Ginger Saunders, 10-M Lois Tarbis, 10-
N Harriet Thompson. 
 

Other freshmen officers are Leon Neuman, vice-resident; Betty Sprowles, secretary; and Tom Stiggler, treasurer. 
 

The executive board for the class is as follows:  9-A Jim Abbott, 9-B Marcus Burke, 9-C Craig Douglas, 9-D Judy Ford, 9-
E Sam Harvey, 9-F Kathy King, 9-G Jim Larrick, 9-H Pat Newell, 9-I Irene Revell, 9-J Lee Squires, 9-K Susan Sobel, 9-L 
Jack Wheatley. 
 

Plans for class activities will be made later in the year. 
 

Traditional Christmas music will be presented by the choruses, choir, and orchestra December 14 at 7:45 p.m. during Wag-
gener’s annual Christmas concert.  The orchestra will be under the direction of Mrs. Eleanor Ritchie and the choral depart-
ment consisting of the girls chorus, the mixed chorus, the boy’s ensemble, and the choir will be directed by Mrs. Bernice 
Ely.  Tickets will be 50 cents for adults and students.  They are being sold by all members of orchestra and chorus. 
 

Another musical concert will be held later in the month.  The Beginner’s Band, the Junior High Band and the Senior High 
Band will present their annual Christmas concert in the school auditorium on Monday evening December 18 at 5:30.  Mr. 
Carl Markert will direct.  These tickets will be 50 cents for both students and adults and will go on sale next week. 
 

The newly formed Key Club recently elected officers.  They are: John Robich, president; Jim Brucken, vice-president; Jeff 
Points, secretary; Calver Johnson, treasurer and Jan Pearce sergeant at arms.  Mr. ????? Day is the sponsor. 
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